
Koppinger brings critical care experience to JMHCC 
With 10 years of critical care experience, Paul Koppinger is bringing his stethoscope to 

Jacobson Memorial Hospital Care Center (JMHCC) as part of the team providing 24/7 
emergency room coverage.  

A Richardton native, Koppinger spent 10 years as a nurse in critical care roles in emergency 
rooms and intensive care units (ICU), including time as a travel nurse across the state and the 
country. 

Part of his care experience included time at the trauma center in Fargo and the ICU in 
Bismarck during the pandemic, as well as in the emergency room in Dickinson. 

During the past two years, he served as a flight nurse with Bismarck Air Medical. 
“I really enjoy critical care. That’s all I’ve ever done,” he says. 
“When the patients are at their worst, they need someone who is going to be there to take 

care of them who they can trust, and I want to be that for them,” he says. “It’s a scary time for 
patients. I’ve worked in critical care my whole life and being there as a nurse or provider can 
make that experience at least somewhat not as hard, so just being there for your patient and being 
supportive through that process.” 

Koppinger furthered his experience by returning to college, graduating in May with his 
family nurse practitioner (FNP) degree from Walden University. 

After spending his clinicals with Maria Aune, an FNP at JMHCC, he opted to join the 
JMHCC team. 

“I just really enjoyed rural healthcare. It’s more personal, more family oriented. I just had a 
good feeling about the rural healthcare. Everybody gets along and there’s a good team. After 10 
years of doing this and doing traveling, you really start to know what you like,” he says. 

Koppinger hopes to develop a trusting relationship with patients to develop a plan for 
continuing care following an ER visit. 

“I like taking care of people. I like serving rural communities, because it’s more personal. 
That’s why I want to gain relationships with people. I enjoy that,” he says. 

Other JMHCC providers include Trevor Stavig, who is primarily in Elgin, Rhonda Schmidt 
at the Glen Ullin Family Medical Clinic and Maria Aune, who rotates throughout the clinics. 
Morris Duffy and Jurgen Weber primarily provide emergency care.


