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Volunteers give from the heart
Evelyn Eisenbarth’s fingers dance 

across the ebony piano keys as she 
leads the singers through “What a 
Friend We Have in Jesus” during a 
Thursday afternoon sing-along in the 
activity room at Jacobson Memorial 
Hospital Care Center (JMHCC). 

“Is that too fast?” she playfully asks 
the singers, as one pretends to gasp 
for breath following another song. 

Evelyn has been an active volunteer 
at the hospital for 38 years, sharing 
her musical talents or offering to help 
wherever needed. 

Evelyn is one of many who volun-
teer at JMHCC in a variety of ways. 
Volunteers help with everything from 
serving on the board of directors to 
helping with fundraisers to entertain-
ing patients. Evelyn began volunteer-

ing at the care center in August 1977 
when her mother became a long-term 
care resident at JMHCC. She contin-
ues to volunteer today to simply bring 
a smile to others.

“If I was living up there, I would 
appreciate somebody coming in and 
doing something like that,” she says. 
“I know most of the people and I call 

Evelyn Eisenbarth has been volunteering at JMHCC for 38 years.
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Welcome!
Welcome to Lifelines, a newsletter which is published quarterly by the 
Jacobson Memorial Hospital Care Center and the Jacobson Memorial Hospital       
Foundation, serving Grant County and the surrounding area.

The mission of Jacobson Memorial Hospital Care Center: 

To advance the health of patients and communities with respect, integrity, 
quality, commitment and accountability to accomplish peace of mind close to 
home.

The mission of the Jacobson Memorial Hospital Foundation:

Jacobson Memorial Hospital Foundation, in support of Jacobson Memorial  
Hospital Care Center, is to engage and foster health care philanthropy, and 
provide funds, support and programs to enhance continuous health care 
excellence for our region. 
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them by name.”
Watching the second-graders read 

to the residents as she waits for the 
Thursday afternoon sing-along to 
begin, Evelyn praises the youngsters 
for their volunteerism.

“That’s wonderful, I think. It’s a 
good experience for the kids, too. 
They learn to be with older people, 
not just grandma and grandpa,”            
she says.

“We appreciate everyone who 
volunteers or visits with patients and 
residents. Their contributions are 
priceless,” says JMHCC CEO Theo 
Stoller.

Over the years, Evelyn has spent 
countless hours volunteering her time. 
She can be seen at JMHCC sev-
eral times a month, volunteering for 
everything from leading the singing to 
helping with hair care, or simply visit-
ing with residents.

“Whatever I see I can help with, I 
do,” she says.

She plays the piano for Thursday 
afternoon sing-alongs, and accompa-
nies the Germans from Russia chapter 
when they sing.

Unable to read musical notes, Ev-
elyn plays the piano by ear, only using 
the ebony keys and the C chord on 
the white keys.

“I learned to play on those two 
chords because it fits my voice,”    
she explains.

While still young, she played for 
school dances and sang duets with 
her sister, the late Barbara Babell.  

The music comes from her soul, 
she says.

“It’s a gift from God,” Evelyn says. 
“I thank God for the gift, with ap-
preciation. Why should I keep it to 
myself? That wasn’t God’s intention or 
he wouldn’t have given it to me.”

She discovered her musical gift as 
a child – she remembers balancing 
on the edge of the organ stool so she 
could reach the pedals. 

Evelyn, who now lives in Elgin, 
credits Marjorie Zeller, who was her 
music teacher and another volunteer 
at JMHCC, for keeping her involved. 
Marjorie volunteered at JMHCC until 
she was 100 years old, a lofty goal for 
81-year-old Evelyn.

Evelyn always tries to share a smile 

or a joke with the patients and resi-
dents whenever she volunteers.

“I goof off, anything to make them 
laugh. Laughter’s the best medicine 
and if you can do something goofy 
that they have to laugh at you, fine,” 
she says. “I put my personality into it 
and they like that.” n

After learning to play piano by ear, 
Evelyn Eisenbarth shares her musical 
talents by leading the sing-alongs on 
Thursday afternoons in the JMHCC 
activity center.
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The JMHCC Auxiliary is a volun-
teer organization which supports the 
hospital and clinics with fundraising 
efforts. Eleven members, led by Presi-
dent Diane Friesz, currently serve on 
the Auxiliary.

The Auxiliary hosts two craft fairs 
each year and meets a minimum of six 
times a year. 

“To become a member of the 
JMHCC Auxiliary, it’s just a matter of 
contacting one of the officers or mem-
bers and telling them you want to be a 
member,” Diane said.

Members pay $5 yearly dues, which 
also help purchase items for JMHCC.

Anyone, any age, is welcome to 
become a member, Diane added.

“I would love to see younger people 
involved. The hospital’s going to be 
their future, too,” she said.

Auxiliary members only need to 
be interested in supporting JMHCC 
and donating some of their time and 
talents, she said.

The Auxiliary then uses its funds to 
purchase items for various JMHCC 
departments. Recent purchases 

JMHCC Auxiliary supports hospital, clinics

have included finger pulse oximeters, 
wheelchairs and items for the kitchen.

“The thanks I get from doing it is 
when I see a piece of equipment pur-
chased that I know helps one of our 
resident’s or one of our patient’s life 
be easier,” Diane said. 

The Auxiliary also oversees the 
gift cabinet located in the lobby of 
JMHCC, keeping it stocked and using 

proceeds from gift sales to purchase 
items for JMHCC.

The Auxiliary organized in 1973, 
with 37 charter members. Three cur-
rent members have served for more 
than 30 years, including Cathy Esling-
er, Viola Sprenger and Marie Klein.

To learn more about the Auxiliary, 
or to join, contact Diane at JMHCC at 
dfries@jmhcc.org or 584-7269. n

JMHCC Auxiliary members gathered for a photo during the March JMHCC Auxil-
iary craft fair in Elgin. Members include, left to right, Linda Koepplin, Carol Winkler, 
Diane Friesz, Lynn Goyne, Becky Imhoff,  Judy Trauger and Cathy Eslinger. Not 
pictured are Viola Sprenger, Marie Klein, Linda White and Michelle Brabazon.

Consider sharing your talents 
by volunteering at Jacobson Me-
morial Hospital Care Center. 

Play cards, read a story or 
share your other talents with 
residents.

The Germans from Russia 
chapter sings the second Tuesday 
of each month, and anyone can 
join the sing-along each Thursday 
afternoon. Volunteers also help 
with hair care or share in church 
services Wednesday afternoons 

or Sunday mornings. 
Volunteers are also welcome to 

attend the socials the first Tuesday 
of each month, when visiting and a 
snack are shared.

Emil Vetter is another dedicated 
volunteer, helping with bingo at 
10 a.m. each Friday in the JMHCC 
activity room.

“Come visit with us,” Activi-
ties Director Linda Koepplin says. 
“We’re a fun group!”

To learn more about scheduled 

events, find the activity calendar, 
which is posted each month at 
www.jacobsonhospital.org under 
the “Patients/Visitors” section.

For more information about vol-
unteering, call 584-7273 or email 
Linda Koepplin at
lkoepplin@jacobsonhospital.org. n

Share your talents with others by volunteering
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Yes!
I want to donate to the Jacobson Memorial Hospital Foundation 
to help continue the important work of the Jacobson Memorial  Hospital Care Center.

I wish to make a cash contribution of $ _______________________

Name: ______________________________________________________ Phone: ________________________

Address: _______________________________________ City: ___________________________ State: ______ ZIP: ___________

________ Please contact me to visit about other ways I can donate.

________ Please send me information about the Gifts of Grain ________ or Gifts of Livestock _______________

Please send completed form with check to: JMHF, PO Box 367, Elgin, ND 58533. Thank you!

We’ve almost reached our goal!
The Jacobson Memorial Hospi-

tal Foundation (JMHF) has received 
$21,000 for the Adopt a Room proj-
ect, with five rooms remaining to be 
adopted.

The JMHF launched the Adopt a 
Room project to update rooms in the 
facility. Through this project, com-
munity supporters may give a $1,000 
tax-deductible donation to “adopt a 
room.” The adopted room will receive 
fresh paint and any other necessary 
refurbishing and the contribution will 

be acknowledged in that room.
Only five of the 26 available rooms 

remain to be “adopted” through this 
project, so anyone interested in par-
ticipating is encouraged to “adopt” a 
room soon. 

Donations may be made to the 
Jacobson Memorial Hospital Foun-
dation, and sent to: Adopt a Room 
Project, JMHCC, PO Box 367, Elgin, 
ND 58533.

If you have questions, please con-
tact CEO Theo Stoller at tastoller@
primecare.org or 584-2792. n

The Jacobson Memorial Hospital 
Foundation raised just over $12,000 
during the foundation’s first year of 
participation in Giving Hearts Day. 
Donations on Feb. 12 totaled more 
than $8,000, with the Elgin Lions Club 
generously pledging a $4,000 match. 

“We want to thank everyone who 
donated during this event,” says JMH-
CC CEO Theo Stoller. “The support 
displayed was truly heartwarming.”

The JMHF is a nonprofit organiza-
tion formed in 2006 to raise funds to 
help financially support JMHCC. 

Robert Larson, Elgin, has recently 
joined the JMHF board.

The JMHF board also includes 
Aaron Levorsen, JMHF president, El-
gin, president of the First International 
Bank and Trust of Elgin; Jeff Hillius, 
secretary/treasurer, Elgin, district 
manager for Montana-Dakota Utili-
ties; Rep. James Schmidt, Mandan, 
who represents District 31 in the N.D. 
House of Representatives; and Clair 
Hauge, Carson, a fourth-generation 
farmer and rancher who represents 
JMHCC on the foundation board. n

JMHCC 
Adopt a Room 

Project
Goal: $26,000

$25,000
$24,000
$23,000
$22,000
$21,000

$18,000

$16,000

$14,000

$12,000

$10,000

$5,000

$1,000

Only 5 rooms left to adopt!

Giving Hearts Day a success
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• Rest, eat right and don’t rush. 
• Take that extra moment to check equipment.
• Turn off the engine and wait for moving parts to stop before working 

on any machinery.
• Do not enter grain bins being loaded or unloaded – ever. If you enter a 

bin, use a safety harness and safety line. North Dakota has lost too many 
farmers to grain bin accidents. 

• Keep children away from machinery.
• Look UP! Power lines may be overhead! Make sure you, your family 

and employees know the location of all overhead power lines and map 
routes to avoid them.

 • Always lower portable elevators or augers when transporting them.
• New equipment may come closer to power lines. Pay attention to 

shifting soil conditions or other factors that may have changed your clear-
ance levels. n

Dr. Deepak Goyal now has privi-
leges to e-consult with Mayo Clinic 
medical specialists for local hospital 
and clinic patients, Jacobson Memo-
rial Hospital Care Center announces. 
Dr. Goyal is chief of medical staff at 
JMHCC in Elgin and its affiliated clin-
ics in Elgin and Glen Ullin.

Through JMHCC’s affiliation with 
CHI St. Alexius Health, Dr. Goyal has 
access to Mayo Clinic’s resources.

“Having official e-consulting 
privileges with the Mayo Clinic’s wide 
range of specialists will benefit all 
our patients locally. It’s another way 
we can offer the best possible medi-
cal care, right here at home,” says 
JMHCC CEO Theo Stoller. n

JMHCC shares these safety tips:

Dr. Goyal has e-consult
privileges with Mayo

Patient portal open
As of May 1, JMHCC hospital and 

clinic patients may access their medi-
cal records through a secure online 
patient portal. 

Medical records and lab results can 
be accessed by logging onto www.
jacobsonhospital.org and clicking 
on the “Patient Portal” button on the 
homepage. n

Online bill pay offered
To offer another convenient method 

of payment for its patients, Jacobson 
Memorial Hospital Care Center ac-
cepts debit or credit card payments 
online.

JMHCC has established a secure 
payment form on its website at www.
jacobsonhospital.org which custom-
ers can access 24/7. On the home 
page of the website, click on the link, 
“Pay Online,” complete the form and 

submit the payment online.
Visa, MasterCard, Discover and 

American Express cards are accepted.
For further convenience, statements 
will still be mailed to patients. Enter an 
email address on the online form, and 
a receipt will also be emailed.

For more information or to request 
information about JMHCC’s charity 
care program, please contact the bill-
ing office at JMHCC at 584-2792. n

JMHCC NEWS BRIEFS
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Jacobson Memorial Hospital Care Center spon-
sored a poster contest at area schools, with stu-
dents in grades 3-8 encouraged to create a poster 
observing American Heart Month with the theme, 
“JMHCC Loves Your Heart. So Should You.” Win-
ners were selected in each category, and we share 
the winning posters of our talented students here! n

First place
Jayden Miller

Second place
Hunter Oien

Third place
Saydee Ponciroli

First place
Halle Rivinius

Second place
Avery Roth

First place
Dixie Sauter

Third place
Christy Finck



Elgin Community Clinic hours 8:15 a.m. through 4:45 p.m. MT 

Call Elgin Community Clinic at 

 

Discounted prices on the following lab tests will be 
available from 8:15 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. MT Monday-Friday, 
May 4-8, at the Elgin Community Clinic, by appointment. 
All tests must be prepaid. Call for an appointment at    
584-3338.

Chem 14 – $30 (Must fast beforehand.)
Used to check organ function and monitor certain 

health conditions. A Chem 14 measures blood levels of 
sodium, potassium, chloride, bicarbonate and glucose. It 
also evaluates kidney and liver function. This is considered 
a baseline test to monitor overall health.

Lipid – $34 (Must fast beforehand.)
Measures the amount of cholesterol and triglycerides in 

your blood to monitor heart health.

CBC – $22 (Must fast beforehand.)
A complete blood count (CBC) checks hemoglobin, 

and white and red blood cells. Used to detect anemia or 

infections.

TSH ($47) and Free T4 ($18)
Evaluates thyroid function.

PSA – $40
Tests for prostrate cancer.

Glycated hemoglobin – $28
Used to detect diabetes, this measures glucose levels.

Urine microalbumin and creatinine – $26
Monitors kidney health and detects early signs of kid-

ney damage.

On Wednesday, May 6, JMHCC and the Elgin Com-
munity Clinic will host a health fair from 1-4 p.m. MT in the 
lower level of JMHCC. A free screening of blood pressure, 
pulse, temperature, oxygen level and glucose will be avail-
able on this day only. Informational displays will be avail-
able and refreshments will be served. n

Discounted lab tests May 4-8


